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Certification of Appreciation
Dokkyo Junior & Senior High School

Hiroshi Yanagimoto

This certificate is presented to above mentioned person with high

appreciation for the great contribution of developing youth theatre

sector between Japan and Korea.

The 20th Korea Youth Theatre Festival
2016.08.13

Korea Theatre Association

President Daekyung Jung
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These pieces of counterevidence may not be sufficient to overturn Krashen’s claims but are good
enough to make it an overstatement to say “many of the predictions made in this book were
confirmed by subsequent research (p.1).” What we do not know yet is how explicit knowledge and
implicit knowledge interact in .2 communication and how cognitive factors and affective variables
contribute to L2 acquisition.

With these questions still unanswered, these 35 years have made clear the immense size
of the contribution Krashen made. He paved a way for subsequent research development. His
Input Hypothesis stays valid, supported by pedagogical and SLA research that followed. Indeed,
comprehensible input, as Krashen claims, constitutes a necessary, if not sufficient, condition for
acquisition. The greatest achievement of the Input Hypothesis was that it helped overturn the
malpractice in education in the 70’s. Before the publication, so called ‘submersion programs’ had
been widespread in the US, where immigrant children were put into mainstream classrooms
where they were bombarded with incomprehensible instruction in English. This was based on
a groundless belief that non-English speaking children should “sink or swim”: they could learn
English best out of sheer necessity. Krashen’s argument prompted many school districts in urban
areas to turn their policies and incorporate ESL classes for the sake of non-English speaking
children.

Moreover, Krashen’s arguments have opened the eyes of many language teachers who were
spending a large portion of classroom instruction explaining grammar using the L1 or having
students ‘decode’ too advanced L2 textbooks. He also enlightened course designers who had blind
faith in grammar syllabi. There should be more uphill battles but there is a great policy shift
going on here in Japan, including the college entrance examination reforms, in an attempt to
make secondary school education more communicative.

More research may be needed before we can get a clear picture of how learning and
acquisition interplay. In fact, I do not even know how much I have relied on my L2 monitor
to complete writing this paper! Yet, it does not matter whether it is implicit knowledge or
explicit knowledge that helps in L2 performance. What really matters is whether learners
can communicate in the L2. This is what research after Krashen has clarified. Meaningful

communication is a must in the language classroom.
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Focus on form often consists of an occasional shift of attention to linguistic code
features by the teacher and/or one or more students-triggered by perceived problems

with comprehension or production. (Long & Robinson, 1998, P.23)

Ellis and Shintani (2013) also believe the teacher’s attempt to raise learners’ consciousness
can help. They maintain that metalinguistic instruction has a role to play. Drawing a line
between explicit and implicit knowledges, they do not believe teaching grammar directly leads
to acquisition, but it can help learners notice certain form in input. Nevertheless, Ellis and
Shintani do not support traditional grammar instruction with its main focus on linguistic rules.
Like Krashen, they are against a grammar syllabus, believing the interface between explicit
and implicit knowledges is not strong. Instead, they advocate task-based language teaching
where students are engaged in an L2 task (i.e. Having your partner draw a map by giving her
directions). By exchanging information in order to achieve the task goal without worrying about
language form, learners sometimes have to struggle in communication. This is where form focused
instruction comes into play. In a post-task activity, the teacher and students discuss what went
wrong and how they can address similar problems in the future. This way is expected to better
draw learners’ attention to form than the teacher unilaterally explaining linguistic rules according
to his grammar syllabus. The idea here is very similar to Long’s Focus on Form. Meaning based
communication must come before discussion of linguistic rules.

The research on vocabulary acquisition by Paul Nation (2013), found that in extensive
reading, many of new words and phrases go unnoticed if the reader’s attention is on the
comprehension of the text message. According to his research, learners have to encounter a
particular word nine or ten times before they can recognize its meaning later on, but this is very
unlikely with infrequent words. Nation’s analysis shows that the number of words leaners can
come in contact with more than ten times after reading nine simplified readers is merely 108. This
leads him to argue that there needs to be some intention to learn vocabulary along with exposure
to text input.

Despites these criticisms, Long, Ellis and Nation all accord with Krashen in that the teacher
has to have students engage in meaningful communication. The difference is whether or not focus
shift to form should be involved in the course of instruction. Furthermore, they all agree input
must be comprehensible. The view they all share is that acquisition means connecting language

meaning to form therefore the first step is to comprehend the meaning of language input.

Conclusion

35 years have passed since the publication of Principles and Practice of Second Language
Acquisition. Despite subsequent controversy, Krashen still maintains most of his views including
the Learning and Acquisition Distinction and the Affective Filter. As I discussed, however,

Interface theories and the grammar instruction research cast doubt on Krashen's hypotheses.
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Learning
Restricted to:
1. Certain rules: those that are
a. learnable
b. portable
c. not yet acquired
2. Certain people (“Monitor users”)
3. Certain situation
a. time
b. focus on form
P.127

Based on the principles above, Krashen has published two noteworthy books. One is Natural
Approach (1983), which he co-authors with Tracy Terrell, where they compile classroom practices
based on his pedagogical principles. The main contention here is that students should acquire an
L2 naturally just as they acquire their L1. The other book is The Power of Reading (2004), where
he advocates L2 pleasure reading as a main sauce of comprehensible input.

The main criticism against his pedagogical views comes from those who doubt there is a clear
distinction between learning and acquisition. Mike Long (1991), while agreeing with Krashen
that instruction does not change the natural ‘order’ of acquisition, contends that it can accelerate
the ‘rate’ of acquisition. The important thing is to occasionally incorporate form instruction
in meaning dominant interaction as a necessity arises. He believes a certain role of corrective
feedback in leading to noticing of linguistic rules, as in the following interaction between a

student and a teacher.

S:1 go to Disneyland last week.
T: Oh, you WENT to Disneyland. How nice!
S: Yes, I went to Disneyland.

This type of corrective feedback called ‘a recast’ is likely to facilitate noticing as the error and the
target form are juxtaposed without interrupting the flow of communication. Instead of proactively
intending to teach the past tense, the teacher here gives corrective feedback based on the student’s
erroneous output. The teacher respects the learner’s internal syllabus and it is likely to facilitate
acquisition if the learner is developmentally ready. Long's belief is best summarized below in
these definitions of Focus on Form, the language teaching approach he has been advocating for
nearly thirty years.

“an instruction that draws students' attention to linguistic elements as they arise

incidentally in lessons whose overriding focus is on meaning or communication"

( Long, 1991, p. 45-46)
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A more reasonable approach than a grammar syllabus is to provide a large amount of optimal
input while making sure the students’ affective filters are low enough. Krashen further points out
that students need to be taught how to engage in real communication outside the classroom so
that they can get more comprehensible input.

While he is against a grammar syllabus, Krashen admits two places for grammar instruction.
First, grammar can be taught as a subject matter. Having strong faith in comprehensible input,
Krashen supports content-based teaching, where students learn such school subjects as history,
math, science, music or even PE with the L2 as a medium of instruction. The ideal way to acquire
the L2 is receiving meaningful input without being aware of language form. In a content based
language program, with their focus on subject matters such as the Civil War or Mars exploration,
students receive a large amount of input from the teacher and the textbooks. Then, there should
be nothing wrong with adding language study or linguistics to the list of subject matters. The
point here is to make sure to use the L2 as a medium of instruction so that the students receive
more input. In other words, it is not what is taught but how it is taught that benefits students.

The second place of grammar instruction is to teach students when and how to use the
monitor properly. Too much monitor use makes communication disfluent and awkward. Yet, the
monitor makes learners appear smart and be successful in their careers. Indeed this is what most
learners wish to achieve, especially outside English speaking countries. Learners, as a result of
monitor use, can perform well on language tests, get into prestigious colleges and land attractive
jobs, even if they on the subconscious level have not yet acquired most part of L2 grammar.
It should be reiterated, however, that the monitor is constrained by the three conditions and
students need to be aware that they cannot monitor everything. It is extremely important to keep
their main focus on meaning for the sake of input.

Krashen offers three requirements for grammar instruction, according to which grammar to
teach needs to be 1) simple and clear enough to learn, 2) accessible in real communication, 3) not
yet acquired. For example, the rules for use of articles (a/the) are highly complex and an attempt
to explain will end up eating a large portion of class time. Also, there are some students who
are less apt to learn linguistic rules owing to their low cognitive skills or the lack of attention.
Sometimes the situation is not right for monitor use, especially when students have their focus on
the message of communication rather than on linguistic rules.

Krashen summarizes his pedagogical views regarding input and grammar learning as follows.

Requirements for optimal input
Comprehensible

Interesting /relevant

Not grammatically sequenced
Quantity

Filter level (“off the defensive”)

Provides tools for conversation management

L I
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predicting the degree of success are mainly cognitive variables such as language aptitude, 1Q or
working memory capacity, while affective variables such as language anxiety or psychological
distance to the target culture play relatively minor roles. (For further discussion, see Dornyei,
2005)

Nevertheless, there is some counterevidence showing adults can manipulate grammatical
features they have not been taught, which may suggest the possibility of adults using the LAD.
White and Genesee (1996), for example, found that adult participants in their studies were able
to manipulate highly complex rules of subjecency in an L.2 without awareness, which may be the
result of the LAD still operative in late 1.2 acquisition. Also the past research that found affective
factors to be minor may not be reliable with some methodological flaws. After all, it is not easy to
objectively quantify affective variables in empirical studies. Many language teachers intuitively
know that the amount of motivation largely determines the degree of success but they can hardly
substantiate this claim empirically. The jury is still out on the validity of the Affective Filter
Hypothesis.

Pedagogical Issues

Based on the five hypotheses, Krashen presents his pedagogical views. His prime contention
is that the pedagogical goal should be to promote acquisition instead of learning as his first
hypothesis suggests. As discussed in the previous section, it is subconscious knowledge of
language that helps in real communication. The role of learning, on the other hand, should be
minor. The Natural Order Hypothesis predicts grammar instruction cannot change the mental (and
maybe biologically-set) syllabus in learners. Besides, as the Monitor Hypothesis suggests, the role
of the conscious knowledge is limited as the three conditions of monitor use (1. rule knowledge, 2.
ample time to monitor 3. focus on form) are hard to meet.

The other two hypotheses define the two roles a language teacher should play. One is to
provide comprehensible input, which is hardly available outside the classroom. Native speakers
are not always skilled at adjusting their speech for the sake of L2 speakers. A large part of media
content is not designed for L2 learners, either. Newspapers are full of advanced vocabulary and
TV and movies stars tend to talk too fast. The second role is to lower students’ affective filters.
The teacher should cater to students’ interests and take care not to put too much pressure on
them. Pushing them to practice speaking before they are ready can be counterproductive. Output,
after all, has a less important role.

Krashen is known for his vehement stance against a grammar syllabus. He lists three
reasons to oppose it. First, any artificial attempts to incorporate grammatical features (i.e.
making input abundant in relative pronouns) often end up making language unnatural. Second,
due to the inter-learner variation in a classroom, the teacher cannot accurately tell what
developmental stage each student is in. Third, the development is not necessarily linear as some
course developers believe, Students sometimes go backwards on development and they need more

than one encounter to a particular grammatical feature before fully acquiring it.
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The Affective Filter Hypothesis
The Affective Filter Hypothesis attempts to explain why L2 acquisition often falls short of the

native level. It claims that there is a psychological barrier blocking language input from reaching
the biological mechanism in mind where acquisition takes place. Krashen metaphorically calls
this barrier an ‘affective filter’, which, according to him, develops when students experience
learning anxiety or the lack of interest.

Behind his argument is Noam Chomsky’s theory on L1 acquisition (1965). According to
Chomsky, the reason children can learn to make L1 sentences they have never encountered is that
they are born knowing universal elements of language and having a metaphorical ‘device’ called
the Language Acquisition Device (LAD) in mind. This allows them to construct language specific
grammar based on limited amount of language input. Chomsky views the human language faculty
as biologically based, comparing it to spiders born already knowing how to build webs or turtles
knowing how to swim (Pinker, 1994).

While Chomsky’s model merely explains L1 acquisition, Krashen adds his notion of the
affective filter to explain why L2 acquisition is often unsuccessful and incomplete, while L1
acquisition is almost invariably complete.

He goes on to explain why adult language acquisition is more painstaking than children’s.
According to Krashen, learners, as growing older, especially past puberty, tend to develop self-

consciousness or ego boundaries, which make their affective filters more impermeable.

Filter
Language
Input H' ————— -) :cgiuuaion ——— Acquired competence
evice
P32

There are mainly two types of criticism against the Affective Filter Hypothesis. One is from
those who question whether the LAD is available in L2 acquisition. Chomsky himself remains
silent about L2 acquisition, which has prompted SLA researchers to find out the role of the innate
mechanism. The growing consensus today is that adults and children do not learn L2 in the
same way. Bley-Vroman (2009) proposes his Fundamental Difference Hypothesis, stating that
children and adults go through different routes of acquisition and that the biological endowment
for language acquisition is only available for young children, while adults, after the cognitive
development past the formal operation stage, rely on logical thinking, namely grammar study.

The second type of criticism comes from those who question the role of affective factors
in SLA. Anxiety is not always debilitating but sometimes facilitating, making learners more
attentive (Scovel, 1998). The past four decades have seen a bulk of research examining individual

differences between successful and unsuccessful learners, which found strong determiners
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reached a threshold level, they will start to talk just like fully charged batteries. “The best way,
and perhaps the only way, to teach speaking, according to this (Input Hypothesis), is simply to
provide comprehensible input.” (p.22) Ungrammatical as initial speech may be, accuracy will
develop as long as comprehensible input is provided.

There may be some disagreement as to what 1s meant by the term ‘comprehensible’. Does
this mean the learner merely understanding the gist of a message? Or does he have to be able
to translate sentence by sentence? Some may argue comprehension means being able to read
between lines. Judging by the way Krashen uses the term ‘comprehensible’, he probably means “to
be able to engage in communication with some comfort.”

The biggest issue regarding the Input Hypothesis is to what extent input alone can help.
Immersion programs in Canada where English speaking children receive school education (i.e.
history, math, or science) in French surely develop their listening and reading skills, but according
to Swain (1985), the students’ grammatical competence is far from nativelike, which casts doubt
on Krashen’s claim that comprehensive input helps develop language production.

Some researchers place more importance on the role of output. Swain (1985) lists the roles
played by output. One is to have learners notice the gap. By ‘gap’, she means the difference
between the learners’ less-than-perfect form and native speakers’. By noticing this, learners
will try to approximate their language to the target form, which leads to acquisition. Another
type of gap is the one between what learners want to express and their linguistic knowledge.
Learners often lack vocabulary or grammatical knowledge to express themselves and it is this
“hole” in interlanguage that drives them to stretch their knowledge and therefore drives language
acquisition.

Long (1990, 2015) also values the role of output from an interaction perspective. According to
his Interaction Hypothesis, learners engaged in L2 interaction can get more comprehensible input
by saying, for example, “I didn’t understand what you just said. Can you repeat it more slowly?’
This process is called ‘the negotiation of meaning’ and considered to be an active way by learners
to make input comprehensible. Krashen himself is aware of this ‘indirect’ role of output, saying
“Simply, the more you talk, the more people will talk to you!”"(P.60). Long further points out the
role of corrective feedback learners receive on their output. I will discuss this in more detail in the
section of “Pedagogical Issues.”

Despite the disagreements among researchers, the Input Hypothesis holds true to a large
extent as far as a necessary, and not sufficient, condition for language acquisition is concerned.
In fact, most researchers including those critical to Krashen do not deny comprehensible input is
essential for L2 acquisition. There is not any case reported where anyone has acquired language
without input, and therefore input is necessary. In addition, language acquisition refers to the
process to connect meaning of language to its form, so it is very unlikely one can make such

connections without understanding the meaning, and therefore input must be comprehensible.
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Rules of English

Formal linguists' knowledge
Applied linguists' knowledge
Best teachers’ knowledge
Rules taught

P93

This circle further is limited to “Rules actually learned by the best students.” They cannot
use everything they have learned for communication, so there should be a circle even smaller
representing “Rules used in performance” as below, which turns out to be just a tiny part of the

whole grammar.

Rules actually learned by
the bhest students

Rules used in performance

P. 94

The Input Hypothesis
The Input Hypothesis is what Krashen spends most pages discussing. According to this, what

is most important in language acquisition is comprehensible input. If an acquirer receives input
which he understands but contains language form that is slightly above his level, it facilitates

acquisition, as Krashen explains below.

A necessary (but not sufficient) condition to move from stage i to stage i+1 is that the
acquirer understand input that contains i+1, where "understand" means that the

acquirer is focussed on the meaning and not the form of the message. (P21)

The reason the acquirer can understand i+1 is that he can rely on contextual clues or nonlinguistic
information to figure out the message that would otherwise be beyond his head. In other words,
as long as input is comprehensible, i+1 features are automatically provided as 1 will review in the
section of pedagogy.

Krashen's faith in comprehensible input is so strong that he even argues that students will
be able to speak without speaking practice as long as comprehensible input is provided. He bases
this claim on his observation of what he calls ‘the silent period’ that many acquirers, especially
young children, go through in an early stage. During the silent period, acquirers rarely talk but

they are constantly paying attention to language input. When the amount of language input
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such as the regular past tense morphine ‘ed’. However, such empirical studies are not always
reliable because in such a formal setting as a language test, participants can carefully monitor
their output based on their explicit knowledge and display correct forms even before they have
acquired them subconsciously. (For thorough discussion, see Ellis, 2008). In addition, there
is no agreement in what is meant by grammar, which makes matters even more complicated.
The following examples are very common among native speakers’ output but considered

ungrammatical, at least in a prescriptive sense.

® [ don’t know nothing —anything
e One in three Americans are obese. —is

® This is the factor laying behind the phenomenon. —lying

Third, the natural order theories only tell a small part of SLA. Although there is a good deal
of evidence that learners have predetermined internal syllabi in terms of acquisition of some
morphology or syntax such as negation or question forms, little do we know about what route they
follow before they acquire relative pronouns or conditional. We know even less about how they
acquire vocabulary or pronunciation. Therefore, we should not overgeneralize internal syllabi in

SLA and conclude grammar instruction is fruitless.

The Monitor Hypothesis
The Monitor Hypothesis is closely related to the two hypotheses previously mentioned. Assuming

there is a clear distinction between learning and acquisition and it is impossible to alter the
natural order, the only role played by learning is consciously monitoring language form that is
not fully acquired. This explains why beginning learners can display correct form of third person
singular or negation. They simply rely on explicit knowledge of rules taught by teachers and
carefully use language with focus on form.

Krashen maintains that the monitor can function only when the following three conditions
are met.
1) Learners know grammatical rules.
2) There is ample time to consciously think about the rules.
3) Learners focus on language form.
In natural communication, conditions 2 and 3 are hardly met because it requires spontaneous
speech and the participants’ focus is usually on meaning rather than on form. Condition 1 is
even more difficult to meet than the other two. The chart below shows how limited a learner’s
meta-linguistic knowledge can be. The outermost circle represents all linguistic rules existing
in a language, but only a certain part of it is available even to the most brilliant linguist, which
is represented by the second circle. In fact, there is a great deal of grammar that is yet to be
discovered in the field of linguistics. The third circle represents the knowledge of an applied
linguist and the fourth circle refers to all the knowledge the best language teacher has, but he can

only teach a certain part of it (the innermost circle).
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acquire English negation. I have added in the right column some instances I witnessed in oral

interactions I had with students.

Stage Syntactic Phenomenon Examples
1 ‘no’ at the beginning “Show me your homework.” “No study.”
2 ‘no’ between subject and verb “Hey stop talking.” “Me no talking.”
3 emergence of (unanalyzed) auxiliaries “Did you see it?” “I didn’t saw.”
4 analyzed use of auxiliaries “He doesn’t have it."

Krashen believes that these orders or stages reflect grammatical syllabi acquirers possess
internally (and probably biologically), so it is impossible to reverse them or skip a stage no matter
what instruction is involved. One may argue, for example, that junior high school students in
Japan usually study third person singular before past tense and regular verbs before irregular
verbs. Yet, this argument is off the mark because the issue here is the order of ‘acquisition’ and
not of learning’. It is possible to alter the order of learning as many learners at an early stage can

appear to have learned third person singular in a simple task like below.

He (live / lives ) in Tokyo.

Yet, this does not mean they can follow such rules in real communication where they have to
display spontaneous speech. Having to rely on limited subconscious knowledge of grammar,
beginning learners usually end up dropping the ‘s’ in most cases. Likewise, beginning learners
being able to produce a correct negation form like “I didn’t see him” may be a result of chunk
learning or conscious monitoring of his own output and he is probably unable to make various
types of grammatical negation spontaneously. (See the section of the Monitor Hypothesis below.)
However, the Natural Order Hypothesis is not free from criticism. First, there is quite a deal of
evidence emerging after the 90’s that the acquisition order proposed by Krashen is not necessarily
universal. Shirai (2008) cites evidence that he and his colleagues found showing that Japanese
learners tend to acquire the possessive ‘s’ relatively early probably due to the positive influence of

the Japanese particle ‘7o’ as in the example below.

This is Ken's bag.
Kore-wa Ken no kaban des.
this /Ken’sbag /is

On the other hand, Japanese speakers usually have more trouble acquiring use of articles than
speakers of European languages because these features are absent in their L1.

Second, there is no agreement among researchers in what is meant by ‘acquiring’ a linguistic
feature. What most researchers do is to collect and analyze linguistic data produced by learners,

and then determine acquisition is complete if the accuracy rate is over 90% on a particular rule
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and joint. But does this mean there is no consciousness involved in walking? If so, why is it that
excessive alcohol intake makes one stagger? How much consciousness is involved in driving a
car? Obviously one is very conscious when he is attending driving school, but the whole process
is becoming automatic as he practices. Yet, a certain amount of consciousness must be involved
even with a cab driver with decades of experience. There seems to be no dichotomy between
implicit and explicit knowledges but they are on a continuum where one process is more conscious
than another. I believe that use of an L2 is on a similar continuum where a learner is more
conscious on one occasion than on another, depending on his proficiency, the complexity of form,
or the situation in which to use language. There must be an interface of some sort although it is
not clear how strong it can be. Krashen’s statement “many of the predictions in this book were
confirmed in subsequent research” is obviously one-sided, when the question of the interface

remains unanswered.

The Natural Order Hypothesis

The Natural Order Hypothesis claims that there is a predetermined, and largely universal,
process of language acquisition. A large volume of research conducted in the 1970’s had found
that all learners of English passed through similar routes no matter what their Li1s were. An
interesting fact is that native speakers of English also followed a similar pattern. The chart below

is the natural order of morphine acquisition Krashen presents after reviewing previous research.

ING L)
T e
COPULA ("to be")

Y

AUXILIARY (progressive, as in “he ix going™)
ARTICLE {a, the)

REGULAR PASI

M SINGULAR =

POSSLSSIVE s
P13

This hypothesis may make sense to many English teachers observing students’ errors.
Beginning learners of L.2 English often make progressive sentences dropping a ‘be’ as in “John
talking”, which confirms the acquisition of auxiliaries after present participles. A Japanese
learner of English in Schmidt’s case study (1983) frequently used irregular past tense verbs but
constantly dropped the ‘ed’ part of regular verbs, which confirms the acquisition of irregular past
before regular past.

Krashen goes on to state that there are predictable stages all learners go through before they
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on the other hand, is a subconscious process that allows language competence to develop without
conscious analyses of linguistic rules. It mostly refers to the way children master an L1 through
infancy.

Krashen claims that in real spontaneous communication, it is acquisition that plays the
main role because participants usually do not have their focus on form but on meaning of the L2.
Learning, on the other hand, is not of much help. Beginning learners often end up making errors
even after they have studied rules and become able to display metalinguistic knowledge. In fact,
it is not very unusual for Japanese college students attending prestigious schools to still struggle
making simple sentences spontaneously, dropping a third person singular 's' or a past tense ‘ed,
even after eight years of formal studies in English.

Krashen further maintains that acquisition and learning are separate processes and
the former does not lead to the latter. This is where controversy comes in. Ellis and Shintani
(2013) review this hypothesis from what they call ‘the interface perspective’. They distinguish
explicit knowledge and implicit knowledge with the former being conscious and the latter being
subconscious in line with the distinction of learning and acquisition. The question they pose is
whether or not there is an interface between these knowledges.

Among SLA researchers, there are those who believe in a strong interface, claiming that
explicit knowledge can eventually become implicit (for example, Dekeyser, 2007). In this view,
what starts out as awkward language manipulation based on explicitly learned grammatical rules
can become smooth through practice, just like the way we become skilled at tying shoe laces or
texting on a smartphone.

Another position is to believe that there is a weak interface between the two knowledges.
Ellis and Shintani themselves take this position. While they agree with Krashen that grammar
instruction does not eliminate linguistic errors, they believe it can raise awareness of learners,
promote noticing of linguistic form, and thus lead to modest acquisition. This position is based
on Schmidt’s Noticing Hypothesis (1995), which states “what learners notice in input is what
becomes intake for learning"(p.20), claiming noticing is the essential start point of acquisition. For
example, knowing there is an ‘ed’ ending in regular past tense may not directly lead to acquisition
but at least it can make learners more attentive to suffixes. Those believing in an interface of
some sort contend that acquisition is impossible without noticing. I will come back to this issue in
more detail in the section of Pedagogical Issues.

The third position is the ‘no interface position’ and this is what Krashen seems to take. He
believes that there is no way explicit knowledge becomes implicit no matter how much practice
or noticing is involved. Learning, according to Krashen, merely leads to conscious monitoring of
language, and it is different from acquisition.

The debate among these three positions has not been settled yet, and it is very unlikely to be
settled in the near future. First, it is not clear whether we can draw a line between explicit and
implicit knowledges because any action we take seems to be more or less conscious. Walking, for

example, seems to be largely subconscious as one is not aware how he is utilizing each muscle

(2)



Critical Review of Stephen Krashen’s
Second Language Acquisition and Pedagogical Theories

Jun Harada

Introduction

In the history of second language acquisition (SLA) research, few books have been more cited
and more controversial than Stephan Krashen’s seminal work “Principles and Practice in Second
Language Acquisition” (1982). His claim that grammar instruction does not lead to language
acquisition put some language teachers in fear of losing their jobs. At the same time, it encouraged
communicative language instruction by promoting a belief that people can acquire the second
language (L2) basically the same way as they do the first language (L.1). His theories also stirred
up interests among SLA researchers, who attempted to confirm or disconfirm his propositions.
It was largely thanks to the energy he fueled into the field that SLA research has seen the vast
progress ever since. Despite the research development and controversy that followed after the
publication, Krashen firmly stands his ground. In fact, when the Internet edition of the book came
out in 2009, he asserted in the preface, “many of the predictions made in this book were confirmed
by subsequent research, (p.1)".

This paper first reviews and critically analyses Krashen’s theories in SLA, particularly
his five hypotheses, based on research findings that came out after 1982, Finally it discusses

pedagogical issues raised in the book from a 2017 perspective.

Review of the Five Hypotheses

Krashen developed all his SLA and pedagogical theories based on his five principles, which he
calls “the Five Hypotheses.”
1) the Learning and Acquisition Distinction
2) the Natural Order Hypothesis
3) the Monitor Hypothesis
4) the Input Hypothesis
5) the Affective Filter Hypothesis.

This section theoretically examines these one by one.

h ing and isition Distinction
According to Krashen, there are two ways to master an L.2, namely learning and acquisition.
When one ‘learns’ an L2, he is consciously processing linguistic rules he has studied. It
corresponds with a traditional way of L2 instruction where the teacher gives explicit grammar

instruction and students consciously process learned rules to manipulate language. ‘Acquisition’,

(1)
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